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OF FLIGHT

An exhibition with illustrations. fmm
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Switzerland. Participants: Penka

Atanasova, Viktor Mutharov,
Desislava Simeonova, Rita
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EXHIBITION

Swiss Journal was the first in a
series of exhibitions organised
by Nagledna in Assenovgrad.
We are now pleased to present
a collections of illustrations from
Bulgarian and Norwegian artists
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Bylo mi devét, kdyz jsem precetl svou prvni knihu Emil Neplecha od Astrid
Lindgrenové. Kniha vySla v fadé SmisSek (Smechurko) nakladatelstvi OteCestvo. Bylo
to nejen mé prvni setkani s knihou, ale i prvni setkani s dobfe ilustrovanou knizni
fadou. Takové rfady vam vétsinou davaji smér v hledani urcitého typu literatury.
Peclivé vybrana fada je dobrym rozcestnikem v mofi knih, ve kterém se kazdy muUze
snadno ztratit. Proto si stale pamatuji knihu Jan Bibian Elina Pelina, Tosko Africky
Angela KaralijCeva a Sibalové Rana Bosilka ze série knih ,Jan Bibian“ nakladatelstvi
Narodni mladez. Tato vydani podnitila mou lasku ke kniham. Nasledovaly knihy Jacka
Londona a Johna Steinbecka v tvrdych pfebalech, které jsem Cetl nékolikrat. Nebudu
vam vyjmenovavat vSechny oblibené knihy mého détstvi, ale chtél bych obratit vasi
pozornost na jejich ilustrace. llustrace, ktera napovida, co se skryva za specifickou
ozdobou kazdé knizni rady. Jasné rozpoznatelné a vymluvné. Vzdycky jsem obdivoval
nakladatelstvi Editions Zulma & Great ldeas Davida Pearsona a Rest Relax Read
Mikey Burtona. Stale vice se ale zaCinam zameérovat na literaturu pro deti a mladez
vydavanou v Bulharsku v 60. a 70. letech 20. stoleti. Nejedna se o nostalgii po
minulosti, ale spiS po krase. Nechtél bych tehdejsi grafickou Upravu nazyvat klasickou,
ale mozna ze je prave klasicka — nema na ni vliv ani Cas ani méda. Je zkratka krasna.
V kazdém pfipadé se z ni mame co naucit. Technicka omezeni urcité doby vedla k
neuveéritelnym vysledkum, rozvijejicim stale vice umélcovu fantazii...

— Rajco Stanev

| was nine years old when | read my first book — Emil of LOnneberga by Astrid Lindgren,
published in the Otechestvo Publishers’ Smehurko series. This was not just my first
book, it was also my first encounter with a well illustrate book series. Series give you a
key and direction in navigating the vast ocean of published books, in which it is so easy
to get lost. Some of the books | remember vividly from my childhood are Yan Bibiyan
by Elin Pelin, Toshko of Africa by Angel Karaliychev and Patilantsi by Ran Bossilek, all
from Narodna Mladezh Publushers’ Yan Bibiyan series. What they did was spark my
love of books and reading. Years later, in high school, | read and reread the hard-bound
novels of Jack London and John Steinback. I'll avoid listing every book | read as a teen-
ager, but | want to draw attention to the illustration, which had a strong link to the sto-
ries contained in them.

Freedom and limitations, it’s always a question of balance when you illustrate a book
series. I've admire the work of David Pearson for Editions Zulma and Penguin, as well
as Mikey Burton’s design of the Rest, Relax, Read classic novels series. But recently,

| find myself going back more and more often to the children’s and adolescents’ books
published in Bulgaria in the 1960s and 70s. | think of this not as a nostalgia for the past,
but as a nostalgia for the beautiful. For that which remains unaffected by time and fash-
ions. You might also call it the classical. There is a lot to learn from the achievements of
those before us and perhaps the least is that technological limitations have sometimes
spurred the designer’s imagination to great lengths and produced fantastic results.

— Raycho Stanev
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